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Play expands intelligence, stimulates 
the imagination, encourages creative 
problem solving, and helps develop 

confidence, self-esteem, and a 
positive attitude toward learning. 
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Our District has a variety of programming – that includes our community schools as well 
as programs of choice – where multiple environments support flexible and responsive 
programming to best meet your child’s needs. 

KATHOLOS – WELCOMING ALL
Please visit our website at www.ecsd.net 

Follow Early Learning on..
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IN EDMONTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

IS THE BEGINNING OF AN INCREDIBLE 
CONTINUUM OF LEARNING.

EARLY LEARNING  
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WHY EARLY LEARNING?   
EARLY EXPERIENCES
BUILD BRAINS
 (Taken from the Alberta Family Wellness Initiative)

Contrary to popular belief, the structure of our brains as they develop in early 
childhood is determined by more than just our genes. The experiences we 
have in the first years of our lives also affect the physical architecture of the 
developing brain.

That has consequences for our health and for our communities—because the 
brains we take with us into adulthood determine our physical and mental health, 
our ability to maintain healthy relationships, and our ability to contribute as 
productive, responsible citizens. Because brains are built in stages, with more 
complex structures built on simpler structures, it’s crucial to get the early years 
right. Think of building a house: before framing the walls, a foundation has to be 
poured. Before wiring the house, walls and floors need to be built. Our brains 
are also built in sequence, and early childhood is about laying a solid foundation 
to serve as a base for later development. Once architecture is built, foundation 
repairs are costly, so supporting early childhood is a worthwhile investment. 

Please see albertafamilywellness.org  
for addiitonal information!
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Our Early Learning Programs offer a 
continuum of supports provided by our   

multi-disciplinary team that includes:

EARLY LEARNING SUPPORTS   
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SPEECH & 
LANGUAGE

• phonological awareness
• fluency

• receptive language
• expressive language
• foundations of literacy

• articulation

OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY

• sensory processing
• fine motor/gross motor

• self-regulation
• visual perception

• self care

EARLY 
LEARNING

CONSULTANTS
• process/approve coding 

applications for Pre-K/K
• curriculum and special ed

• team leader of MDT
• provider of PD

• on-site support to schools

FAMILY
SCHOOL
LIAISON
WORKER

• supporting connections
between the home and 

school environments
• community engagement and

outreach support
• coordinate and facilitate 

programs

EMOTIONAL /BEHAVIOUR
• interpersonal relationships

• emotional and physical 
well being

• group participation and 
behaviour

• focus and attention
• social skills

PSYCHOLOGISTS
• play therapy

• mental health supports

ALL OF OUR PRE-K 
& KINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAMS 
INCLUDE: 

• Certified teacher

• Faith-based Environment

• Learning through play and inquiry

• Integration of the fine arts

• Rich oral language opportunities

• Program unit funding supports

• Multi-disciplinary team supports 

• Family oriented programing

• Language Interpreters as needed

• Inclusive programming

PROGRAM UNIT FUNDING PROVIDER
Our District  provides additional funding for children identified with severe 
needs. Our Multi-disicplinary team works closely with children, teachers and 
families for those children accessing program unit funding.

Children accessing program unit funding are also offered additional family 
oriented programming within the school site and district wide.
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Assistive Technology is an umbrella term that includes assistive, adaptive, and 
rehabilitative devices for persons with disabilities as well as the process used 
in selecting, trialing and implementing them. Assistive Technology allows 
access to learning for children who have barriers due to their disabilities. 
Our Multi-disciplinary Team also includes an Augmentative and  Alternative  
Communications Team. This is a highly specialized support team that includes 
an AT specialist, speech language pathologist, occupational therapist and 
therapeutic assistants. Edmonton Catholic Schools is an approved AADL 
(Alberta Aids to Daily Living) level 2 service provider. 
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UNIVERSAL DESIGNS
               FOR EARLY LEARNING

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

INTENSIVE
INTERVENTIONS

SCHOOL 
INTERVENTIONS

CLASSROOM
INTERVENTIONS

CLASSROOM
INSTRUCTION

In our programs, 
we use a 4 tier 
intervention pyramid.

TIER 1
   UNIVERSAL

TIER 2
   UNIVERSAL

TIER 3
   TARGETED

TIER 4
   INDIVIDUAL
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100 VOICES APPLICATION

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Criteria for PreK Eligibility   

To be eligible for the Pre-Kindergarten (100 Voices) program, children need to 
be ages 3 and 4 years old and meet at least one of the following criteria:

• English Language Learners (must be 4 years of age by December 31st, 2019)

• Mild/Moderate developmental delays (must be 4 years of age by 
December 31st, 2019)

• Severe developmental delays (must be 3 years of age by September 
30th, 2019)

• Typically developing - fees may apply (must be 4 years of age by 
December 31st, 2019)

Families interested in Pre-Kindergarten (100 Voices) programs for the 2019-
2020 school year, need to apply at the school that your child is planning on 
attending.  From there, the schools will contact you to book a screening session 
for the spring. Pre-Kindergarten screening sessions are being held beginning in 
February, 2019.If a site is full, you may be directed to another site if space is still 
available.

Please use the School Locater Tool in determining your community school at 
www.ecsd.net. For Genesis School programs please contact Genesis School.

What is Pre-Kindergarten 
(100 Voices) Screening?
Using age-appropriate 
engaging activities, a Speech-
Language Pathologist and an 
Occupational Therapist evaluate your 
child to help determine program 
eligibility during a screening session.
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KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION

How old must my child 
be to register for an Early 
Learning Kindergarten 
program?

To register for Kindergarten 
your child must be five years 
old on or before March 1 of the 
school year that they will be 
starting Kindergarten.

Please use the School Locater Tool in 
determining your community school 
at www.ecsd.net.

What documentation is required to submit an 
application (PreK) or registration (K)?

You will be asked to provide proof of your child’s name, date of birth and 
citizenship. Only the following documents are accepted:

• Birth Certificate

• Permanent Resident Card

• Parent Work Permit

• Parent Study Permit

• Adoption Papers

Please provide the schools with copies of all external assessments (including 
diagnosis from health care professionals and Alberta Health Services) at time of 
application. In the event that you do not have an official copy, please request the 
documentation from the writer and submit to the school as soon as possible.

Visit www.ecsd.net for more information.
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At Edmonton Catholic Schools, the Catholic Faith is integrated with and 
permeates throughout our Early Learning programs. Children are an 
important part of the school community and participate in a variety of 
celebrations throughout the year. Song, prayer, stories, symbols and role 
plays are just a few examples of how Christ’s teachings may be integrated 
into your child’s day.

CATHOLICITY

DISTRICT MISSION
The mission of Edmonton Catholic Schools is to provide 
a Catholic Education that inspires students to learn and 
prepares them to live fully and to serve God in one another.
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GROUNDED 
IN CHRISTIAN 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
An excellent Catholic school is driven 
by a mission which views all people 
with an inherent dignity as children 
of God.

SUSTAINED BY 
GOSPEL WITNESS 
An excellent Catholic school hires 
and nurtures its’ teachers. Teachers’ 
are living disciples of the Gospel.

THERE ARE  5 MARKS THAT IDENTIFY A SCHOOL
AS CATHOLIC

SHAPED BY A 
SPIRITUALITY OF 
COMMUNION 
An excellent Catholic school 
embraces the common good. Social 
justice projects are lived in every 
school. Children learn to care for 
one another.

ANIMATED BY A  
FAITH-INFUSED 
CURRICULUM
An excellent Catholic school has an 
academic curriculum that integrates 
a vision of Faith within the learner 
outcomes and teaching strategies.

IMBUED WITH A 
CATHOLIC 
WORLD VIEW
An excellent Catholic school has a 
visible and tangible Catholic vision 
evident in its physical space, liturgical 
celebrations and prayer life.

1 2 3

4 5 Be imitations 
of God, 

therefore, as 
dearly loved 
children and 

live a life 
of love.
Ephesians 5:1
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STARTING SCHOOL 

There are many ways that you can 
make the transition to school go 
smoothly for your child:

• Talk often about Pre-K/
Kindergarten and reassure your 
child that it will be an exciting 
experience.

• Attend the Pre-K/Kindergarten 
Open House at your child’s school 
in the spring. www.ecsd.net

• Find out when your child can meet 
his or her teacher and have a tour 
of the classroom.

• Help your child develop a sense 
of responsibility. Encourage your 
child to learn to look after his or 
her belongings. For example...
dressing self, putting clothing 
away.

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD

Here are some other ideas to 
consider:

• Read with your child daily and 
have conversations about the 
books read.

• Visit the public library.

• Explore the world that your child 
lives in. Talk about what your child 
sees. Point out signs, numbers and 
letters that he or she sees.

• Provide opportunities for your 
child to interact with other children 
to promote the development of 
social skills.

• Encourage your child to know 
personal information about him 
or herself (i.e. First and last name, 
phone number and address).

• Sing songs and nursery rhymes 
together.

• Celebrate together in the little 
accomplishments that occur each 
day.

• Pray together.

• Speak to your child in his or her 
first language to build a strong 
foundation for communication.
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DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR

• Be involved in the Early Learning experience as much as you can.

• Keep in contact with your child’s teacher so you are both informed about 
your child’s progress and development.

• Talk with your child about his or her experiences in school.

• Practice motor skills such as throwing and catching, drawing, cutting and 
doing puzzles.

• Have many conversations with your child to support oral literacy 
development. You can build your child’s language by: 

• Eating dinner together,

• Talking about the day,

• Having conversations in the car,

• Talking about favorite memories (i.e. highlights from summer 
holidays, sharing verbal stories from your own childhood),

• Taking turns making up stories to share.

• Read the newsletters and visit the classrooms even if briefly so you can find 
extra topics to talk about.

• Be open to conversation with your child and listen for what he or she is 
feeling.

• Provide as many different experiences as possible for your child. This has a 
significant impact on how well your child will succeed in school.
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Early intervention is critical for children with communication 
problems. Speech-language pathologists and audiologists are 
involved in the prevention, identification and treatment of a 
child’s speech, language and hearing disorders in partnership 
with parents, physicians, educators and health-care providers, 
as difficulties with communication affect the whole family.

LANGUAGE & COMMUNICATION
This information is provided by Speech-Language and Audiology Canada

All of our Early Learning 
programs have access 
to Speech-Language 
Pathologists.
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BY 18 TO 24 MONTHS:
Does your child: YES  NO

• understand more words than he/she   
 can say    
• say two words together (e.g., More juice)  
• ask simple questions (e.g., What’s that?)  
• take turns in a conversation  

2 TO 3 YEARS:
Does your child: YES  NO

• use sentences of three or more words      
most of the time

• understand different concepts      
(e.g., in-on; up-down)

• follow two-part directions (e.g., take      
the book and put it on the table)

• answer simple questions      
(e.g., Where is the car?)

• participate in short conversations     

3 TO 4 YEARS:
Does your child: YES  NO

• tell a short story or talk about daily activities     
• talk in sentences with adult-like grammar     
• generally speak clearly so people      

understand     
• hear you when you call from another room     
• listen to TV at the same volume as others     
• answer a variety of questions     

4 TO 5 YEARS:
Does your child: YES  NO

• pronounce most speech sounds correctly  
• participate in and understand conversations    

even in the presence of background noise
• recognize familiar signs (e.g., stop sign)  
• make up rhymes  
• hear and understand most of what is    

said at home and school
• listen to and retell a story and ask and    

answer questions about a story

BIRTH TO 3 MONTHS:
Does your child: YES  NO

• make cooing sounds  
• have different cries for different needs  
• smile at you  
• startle to loud sounds  
• soothe/calm to a familiar voice  

4 TO 6 MONTHS:
Does your child: YES  NO

• babble and make different sounds  
• make sounds back when you talk  
• enjoy games like peek-a-boo  
• turn his/her eyes toward a sound source  
• respond to music or toys that make noise  

7 TO 12 MONTHS:
Does your child: YES  NO

• wave hi/bye  
• respond to his/her name  
• let you know what he/she wants using    

sounds, and/or actions like pointing
• begin to follow simple directions     

(e.g., Where is your nose?)
• localize correctly to sound by turning      

his/her head toward the sound
• pay attention when spoken to  

BY 12 TO 18 MONTHS:
Does your child:

• use common words and start to put     
words together

• enjoy listening to storybooks  
• point to body parts or pictures in a     

book when asked
• look at your face when talking to you  

If your child is not meeting these developmental milestones, please contact your  local health clinic or school.
Taken from Speech-Language and Audiolody Canada
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LITERACY
The development of early literacy is fostered through active 
engagement as children develop an understanding of how 
oral and written language support communication. Children 
develop language when they are provided opportunities to 
communicate their thinking, feelings and experiences; develop 
relationships with peers and adults; and when encouraged 
to explore their natural curiosities. Authentic opportunities 
to develop literacy are present in everyday activities such as 
playing, reading, storytelling, grocery shopping, attending to 
environmental print, and through dialogue. Providing children 
with relevant and engaging literacy experiences promote 
language development and positive attitudes towards 
language learning.

The main goals of English language 
arts education are to prepare 
students to:

• use oral language to 
communicate thoughts, feelings, 
experiences, ideas, opinions, 
values, beliefs, tradition and 
stories

• use reading and visual media 
(television, advertising, symbols, 
drama, drawings, sculptures and 
paintings) to access ideas, views 
and experiences of others

• communicate thinking and 
knowledge through writing 
text and creating visual media 
(television, advertising, symbols, 
drama, drawings, sculptures and 
paintings)

• commit themselves to lifelong 
learning and develop a love of 
language

• develop a greater world view 
while building intercultural 
awareness

• become language literate adults, 
using the English language to 
contribute to society

Alberta. Alberta Learning. Alberta Program of Studies for 
English Language Arts K-9. Edmonton: Alberta Education, 
2000. Print.

In Early Learning, we continually work 
towards meeting the important goals 
of English language arts education by 
providing opportunities for children 
to develop literacy in all aspects 
of the PreK / K program. Literacy 
development does not happen in 
isolation but through play, inquiry, 
routines, and authentic relationships 
children learn how to use language to 
make sense of their world.

ALBERTA EDUCATION
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HOW CAN PARENTS HELP?
Take advantage of every day opportunities to read, write and speak with 
your child:

• Read and reread new and familiar, books with your child

• Draw attention to familiar everyday printed words on packaging (eg. 
milk)

• Make a shopping list together (eg. “What sound do you hear at the 
beginning or apple?”)

• Notice letters on a walk (eg. “Looks at the S-T-O-P sign. What does it 
say?”)

• Play “I Spy” (eg. “I spy a vegetable that starts with …..”)

• Play rhyming games (eg. “Do you know a word that rhymes with bat?”)

• Sing rhyming songs or rhymes (eg. Down by the Bay)

• Write out your child’s story and reread it together 

• Encourage your child to draw and/or write their ideas

• Look at family photos and retell the “story” 

• Talk with your child

• Play with your child

Trehearne, M. (2000). Nelson Language Arts. [Scarborough, Ont.]: Nelson Thomson Learning.
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ALBERTA EDUCATION
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The main goals of mathematics 
education are to prepare students to:

• use mathematics to interpret our 
world

• use mathematics to confidently to 
solve problems

• use qualitative information 
(information that can be 
measured and expressed as an 
amount) to solve problems

• use spatial information 
(information referring to the 
physical relationship between 
objects or people) to solve 
problems

• communicate and reason 
mathematically

• appreciate and value 
mathematics

• commit themselves to lifelong 
learning

• become mathematically literate 
adults, using mathematics to 
contribute to society

In Early Learning, we work towards 
meeting the important goals of 
mathematics education through 
allowing children to explore 
mathematical ideas in play and 
daily activities in the classroom. To 
ensure that children experience 
rich mathematics experiences, 
mathematics outcomes are connected 
to a variety of other subject areas. 
As such, children will have sustained 
periods of time where they participate 
in play that supports the development 
of mathematical concepts of spatial 
relationships, patterns, data analysis, 
logical reasoning, number, and 
operations – all supporting the 
development of numeracy.

MATHEMATICS
Young children are naturally curious and develop a variety of 
mathematical ideas before they enter Kindergarten. Children 
make sense of their environment through observations and 
interactions at home, in daycares, in preschools and in the 
community. Mathematics learning is embedded in everyday 
activities, such as playing, reading, beading, baking, 
storytelling and helping around the home. Activities can 
contribute to the development of number and spatial sense 
in children. Curiosity about mathematics is fostered when 
children are engaged in, and talking about, such activities as 
comparing quantities, searching for patterns, sorting objects, 
ordering objects, creating designs and building with blocks. 
Positive early experiences in mathematics are as critical to child 
development as are early literacy experiences.

Alberta. Alberta Education. Alberta Program of Studies for Mathematics K-9. Edmonton: Alberta Education, 2007, 
Updated 2016. Print. 
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HOW CAN 
PARENTS HELP
Let your child know that all students 
can be successful in mathematics. 
Take advantage of situations where 
math is used in real life:

• Allow your child opportunities 
to sort at home – sorting cutlery 
or socks allows children the 
opportunity to focus on attributes 

• Allow your child to sequence 
their day. What will happen first? 
Second?

• Ask your child what patterns they 
notice in the home

• Talk to your child about money. 
Allow them to touch and use 
money

Ask your children to explain their 
thinking in mathematical situations.

• Ask your child how they know for 
sure

• Ask your child for different ways 
to solve the same problem

• Ask you child to show their 
thinking

Discuss with your child how you use 
mathematics in daily life. Talk to your 
child about how mathematics is used 
in the world, in different careers and 
around the home. 

Encourages
children to take more 

risks and persevere 
when solving 

problems, leading 
to...

NATURAL 
CURIOSITY

INCREASED
CONFIDENCE

CONNECTION
TO THEIR

WORLD AND 
IDEAS

Encourages 
children to explore 

mathematical ideas, 
allowing children to 

make…

Helps children 
make sense of their 

world, leading 
them to ...
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Early
Literacy

Personal
and Social

ResponsibilityContribute 
to group 
activities

Show 
positive attitudes 
and behaviours 

towards 
learning

Accept 
and practise 

responsibility

Express 
feelings in 

socially 
acceptable 

ways

Develop 
positive 

relationships 
with others

Demonstrate 
and practise 

independence

Environment
and 

Community
Awareness

Become 
aware of 

materials in the 
environment and

how they
are used

Show 
curiosity and 

willingness to learn 
about the

environment and 
community

Explore 
familiar places 

and things in the 
environment and 

community

Explore 
self-expression 

through creative 
thought, language 

arts, movement, 
music and 

drama

Creative
Expression

Communicate 
clearly

• form some
recognizable letters

• connect letters with
sounds in words
• follow one or

two-step 
instructions

Explore
thoughts, ideas,

feelings and experiences
• talk about favourite books, 

songs, poems, pictures
• listen to others

• connect related 
ideas and

information

Comprehend 
and respond to

various kinds of text
• connect oral language 
with print and pictures

• identify rhyming words in 
oral language

• draw, record or tell about 
ideas and experiences

Manage
ideas and

information
• ask questions to satisfy 
curiosity and make sense

of information
• share new learnings 

with others

Become 
aware of

various forms of 
expression

Religious
Education“In God’s Image”

use the existing special
moments and

experiences of young 
children and affirm

their religious 
importance

Exploring 
patterns

• identify repeating 
patterns

• sort objects based
on a single attribute

Exploring 
geometry and 
measurement

• use direct comparison 
to compare two objects

• sort and build 3-D 
objects

Exploring 
Numbers

• describe orally,
and compare

quantities from
1 to 10

Physical
Skills and
Well-Being

Develop
basic locomotor, 
non-locomotor
and fine motor

skills

Assume 
responsibility to 

lead an active 
daily lifeActivity

• dance
• games

• types of gymnastics
• individual activities

• activities in alternate 
environments

Develop 
attitudes and 

behaviours that
promote a healthy 

lifestyle, wellness and 
safety for self and 

others

Citizenship
and Identity

I am
Unique

• value unique characteristics, 
interests, gi�s and talents of

self and others
• examine what makes them unique 

individuals
• explore how we demonstrate 

respect for ourselves and 
others

I Belong
• value how personal 
stories express what it

means to belong
• value and respect significant 

people in their lives
• examine what brings people 

together in groups
• examine how people

create a climate of 
cooperation

Respect and 
support others

• participate in class 
and group activities

• find ways to be 
helpful to others

Skills and
Processes

• critical and creative 
thinking

• historical and geographic 
decision-making and

problem-solving
• cooperation, conflict 

resolution

Information
and

Communication
Technology

Students learn 
and apply ICT 

knowledge and skills 
while learning in content 
areas such as language 

arts, mathematics, 
science and social 

studies

Early
Numeracy

(Alberta Education) Kindergarten Program Standards/Curriculum

KINDERGARTEN AT-A-GLANCE
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Early
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with print and pictures

• identify rhyming words in 
oral language

• draw, record or tell about 
ideas and experiences
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• ask questions to satisfy 
curiosity and make sense

of information
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Become 
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various forms of 
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Religious
Education“In God’s Image”

use the existing special
moments and

experiences of young 
children and affirm

their religious 
importance

Exploring 
patterns

• identify repeating 
patterns

• sort objects based
on a single attribute

Exploring 
geometry and 
measurement

• use direct comparison 
to compare two objects

• sort and build 3-D 
objects

Exploring 
Numbers

• describe orally,
and compare

quantities from
1 to 10

Physical
Skills and
Well-Being

Develop
basic locomotor, 
non-locomotor
and fine motor

skills

Assume 
responsibility to 

lead an active 
daily lifeActivity

• dance
• games

• types of gymnastics
• individual activities

• activities in alternate 
environments

Develop 
attitudes and 

behaviours that
promote a healthy 

lifestyle, wellness and 
safety for self and 

others

Citizenship
and Identity

I am
Unique

• value unique characteristics, 
interests, gi�s and talents of

self and others
• examine what makes them unique 

individuals
• explore how we demonstrate 

respect for ourselves and 
others

I Belong
• value how personal 
stories express what it

means to belong
• value and respect significant 

people in their lives
• examine what brings people 

together in groups
• examine how people

create a climate of 
cooperation

Respect and 
support others

• participate in class 
and group activities

• find ways to be 
helpful to others

Skills and
Processes

• critical and creative 
thinking

• historical and geographic 
decision-making and

problem-solving
• cooperation, conflict 

resolution

Information
and

Communication
Technology

Students learn 
and apply ICT 

knowledge and skills 
while learning in content 
areas such as language 

arts, mathematics, 
science and social 

studies

Early
Numeracy



From the very beginning, 
since love begins at home, 
I think we should teach our 

children to love one another.
Mother Teresa
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For further information please contact
Genesis Centre at 780 638-6810

www.ecsd.net
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